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Gustave Dore was born in Strasbourg 
in 183a, the son of an engineer. His 
remarkable talent for drawing became 
plain when he was a boy, and he was 
only fifteen when the editor of the 
Paris Le Charivari gave him full-time 
employment as a caricaturist. 

He was firmly established as an 
illustrator—and much travelled—when 
at the age of twenty-nine he published 
his engravings for Dante’s Inferno. 
They made him famous and are re¬ 
garded by some as his finest work; 
but this was just the beginning of 
international celebrity. He was only 
fifty-one when he died, but there is 
about his work a timeless quality that 
gives it a powerful and enduring 
appeal. 

This book, adapted from a two- 
volume edition published in 1870, 
offers a selection of his illustrations for 
Dante’s Divine Comedy, The Travels 
of Baron Munchausen, Milton’s Para¬ 
dise Lost, the Fables of La Fontaine, 
Perrault’s Fairy Realm, the Bible, 
Chateaubriand’s Atala, the Legend of 
Croquemitaine, and Don Quixote. 
Numbering 225 in all, they are ac¬ 
companied by descriptive captions, 
while the book also contains a memoir 
of Gustave Dore, a critical essay, and 
brief introductions to the works 
illustrated. 
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